
 

Carbon Monoxide Kills Hundreds Each Year 

Keep Yourself Safe During 
 the Cold Winter Months! 

 

Every year about half of the 1,200 poisoning deaths in the US are 
caused by carbon monoxide (CO). Another 5,000 people are injured 
by it and require emergency care. Over 300 children under the age 
five die each year from CO.  

Carbon monoxide is colorless and odorless and enters your home 
through car exhaust, charcoal, heaters, gas ranges, lanterns, 
furnaces, or just about any improperly vented burner. 

There are some clues that an appliance could be releasing CO into 
the air you breathe: 

 a burning smell (smoke from a fire) 
 cracking, rusting or sooting of a ventilation device 
 a low efficiency furnace or water heater 
 moisture on the inside of home windows 
 loose chimney masonry 

Some symptoms of CO poisoning are: 
 Mild CO poisoning: headaches, nausea, dizziness, weakness, 

chest pains, shortness of breath, rapid heartbeat 
 Moderate CO poisoning: sleepiness, confusion 
 Extreme poisoning: Loss of consciousness, death 

If you suspect carbon monoxide in your home, PG&E will provide a 
free inspection by calling 1-800-743-5000 and requesting a routine 
carbon monoxide inspection. 

The absolute best way to protect from poisoning is to install 
inexpensive CO detectors in your home. Like a smoke alarm, these 
which will sound an alarm if CO reaches a detectable level.

 


