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We do not inherit the
earth from our ancestors,
we borrow it from our
children. 

~NATIVEAMERICANPROVERB
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“I am the perfect example of someone who would 
never, never, never be ‘on welfare,’ ” Carol Gonzalez says
emphatically. “I was the doctor’s wife with the ‘country club’
life—literally. I had the big house with the Mercedes and the
Lexus in the driveway! My husband and I had a vision of the
kind of life we wanted, and we worked hard for it. But in the
beginning of 2003, everything fell apart.”

“After 18 very stable years of marriage,” Carol’s husband
suddenly became chemically dependent. Carol says, “His
illness was like a bomb went off in our lives. Everything
exploded around me. We divorced, which would have been
bad enough, but he cut me off of all the assets. There was
really nothing left anyway, just debt and bills. My credit took
a big hit, and I was selling off my jewelry to pay attorneys.”

Carol had always worked, first putting her husband
through medical school and later being the administrator of

his business. But she says now that she had become 
“stagnant and comfortable,” and her skills were not 
current. She briefly returned to work for an old employer 
in San Francisco, but when he moved his law office, Carol
wasn’t in a position to follow. She says, “That job was my 
last connection to my old reality and I was at a loss. I didn’t 
know where to go from there.”

When Carol came in to apply for aid, it was at her
mother’s insistence. Carol explains, “I rented a little
apartment and my mom agreed to help me with rent, but she
set me up for only a certain window of time. In turn, I had to
apply for benefits. I kept saying, ‘I can’t do that, Mom,’ but
she kept after me. I came to the office and met Deborah
Kingsbury. She could see that I was apprehensive and
practically in tears. I felt like everybody had a job but me…

Never say  
never

By Jackie Johnston, Public Information Office, 
Employment & Human Services Department
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Saturdays, August 9, 16, & 23 € 6:00 p.m…9:00 p.m.
Summer Events at Prewett Water Park 
Front lawn outside of park • 4701 Lonetree Way, Antioch
Enjoy children’s entertainment from 6:00 p.m.–6:45 p.m., and
entertainment for all ages until 9:00 p.m. For specific details
about each performance, visit
http://www.art4antioch.org/2008_Summer_Concerts_Events.htm

Thursdays, August 7, 14, 21, & 28 € 8:00 p.m.
Pictures at the Plaza 
Todos Santos Plaza, Willow Pass and Grant, Concord
(Showing “Stagecoach,” “Grease,” “The Maltese Falcon,” and 
“The Wizard of Oz,” respectively). Come early and catch a free
concert from 6:30 p.m.–8:00 p.m. For more information, visit
http://www.cityofconcord.org/recreation/events/pplaza.htm

Friday, August 8 € 5:30 p.m.…7:45 p.m.
Point Richmond Music Festival
105 Park Place, Richmond
Listen to the Americana sounds of Rock Soup Ramblers 
and Houston Jones. For more information, visit
http://www.pointrichmond.com/prmusic/2008.htm

Friday, September 12 € 5:30 p.m.…7:45 p.m.
Point Richmond Music Festival
105 Park Place, Richmond
Listen to the R & B sounds of Gumbowest and the Blues 
stylings of Ed Earley. For more information, visit
http://www.pointrichmond.com/prmusic/2008.htm

Saturday, September 20, 2008 € 6:00 p.m.
9th Annual California Symphony Pops on the Plaza
Todos Santos Plaza, Willow Pass and Grant, Concord
Senior seating available. Lots of free parking. 
For more information, visit http://www.californiasymphony.org

Friday, September 26, 2008 € 5:30 p.m.…7:45 p.m.
Point Richmond Music Festival
105 Park Place, Richmond
Listen to the Latin sounds of Resin 7 and Mucho Axe
For more information, visit
http://www.pointrichmond.com/prmusic/2008.htm
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